


Fright Like A Girl will be released once a month, and have a
different theme every month, while obviously always still
focusing on women in horror. However, this first issue is a
special double issue. The first half of this issue will focus on
women in horror in general, including statistics, as I've
researched this deeply, and written several essays and
projects on the subject while in college. The second half of the
issue will focus on holiday horror, and includes a gift guide,
showcasing shops that either have items celebrating women
in horror, or are ran by women. I want to continue featuring
shops in each issue, but in this one, we're featuring several,
since its gift giving season!

 If you are interested in contributing to the zine, message me
on Twitter at @frightlikeagirl, or @HorrorSyndicate. You can
contribute as much or as little you want to each issue, even
not at all on some. A big part of the reason I wanted to create
the zine instead of a podcast, was to get more women
involved. I've spent a lot of my time with The Horror
Syndicate being the only female contributor to the site, and
can't wait to help share more women's love and thoughts on
the horror genre. 

In 2017, I had an idea to start SOMETHING at The Horror
Syndicate dedicated to women in horror. At first, I thought I
might do a podcast, but then I was introduced to the concept of
a zine (a small circulation, self published magazine), through
a friend who was a part of one for a singer's fandom. I loved
their zines and really wanted to make my own. I figured
having a zine for the site, instead of a podcast, would allow
me to find more women who love horror to contribute to the
project, and I loved that there are so many possibilities for
the pages within the zine, so creating a feminist, women in
horror zine is what I had my heart set on, but I was too busy
with school, and life to start it as soon as I wanted to. Now that
I've graduated, and I'm getting my life together, I've made the
zine a priority. 

MJMJMJ

What is Fright Like a Girl?





In April of 2016, Hannah Anderson and Matt Daniels compiled
a page on The Pudding’s website that shows film dialogue
from 2,000 screenplays broken down by gender and age.
They did this in response to criticism of their site using the
Bechdel Test, which tells if a film has a least two women in it
that talk about something other than a man, because the test
isn’t really an accurate way to tell if a film has represented
women well. They admit that their new database is not
perfect either, but it certainly shows more than the Bechdel
test does, and they even give you access to ALL of their
sources and data. On the site you can look at different genres
of film, including horror. Out of the horror screenplays they
collected the data from six films have more than 90% of their
dialogue spoken by men, 87 films have 60-90% of their
dialogue spoken by men, 41 films have about equal dialogue
from men and women, 17 films have 60-90% of their dialogue
spoken by women, and just one film, The Descent from 2005,
has more than 90% of it’s dialogue spoken by women. 

You can see their complete data, and sources at
pudding.cool/2017/03/film-dialogue/



Some examples of other titles that were included in the data
that feature females in the role of the lead character are
classics like Halloween, Scream, A Nightmare on Elm, The
Texas Chainsaw Massacre, with The Texas Chainsaw
Massacre 72% male dialogue and 28% female dialogue,
while the rest of those have a ratio closer to gender parity.
Some films that were shocking to see in the 60-90% male
dialogue range since they feature female leads were other
entries in the Nightmare On Elm Street, Halloween, and
Scream franchises, as well as Alien, The Exorcist, and more.
As they explain on the page, the reason that films that have
females in the lead role often have more dialogue spoken by
males is that they have more men in supporting roles.

Whenever any group seems to be under represented in
anything, whether or not that group even likes the subject
always comes into question.





"Women do love watching
scary films. It's been
proven, and they've done
all the tests. The
demographics are half
men, half women. And we
know fear. It's not like we
can't explore the subject.”
- Jennifer Kent (director of
The Babadook)

www.washingtonpost.com/lifestyle/style/babadook-director-
jennifer-kent-talks-about-women-making-horror-
movies/2014/12/12/11dba89a-8082-11e4-9f38-
95a187e4c1f7_story.html.





Horror is considered one of the more
progressive genres because it not only
included women, but made them the

heroes of their stories long before other
genres in film did. This is also evident by the
use of the popular terms "Scream Queen",

and "Final Girl". However, it could be
argued that the term "Scream Queen"

could also be used as proof of how women
in horror are treated as helpless victims.

Many studies show that the Slasher
subgenre has a particularly questionable

relationship with how it's female characters
are treated, often depicting them being

punished for being sexually active.









True feminism is intersectional, meaning it considers
other characteristics that cause people to face

discrimination, and how having multiple of those effects
people, such as being a woman of color, as opposed to

being a white woman.

People of color,
especially

WOMEN of color
are particularly

under, and
poorly

represented in
horror, often

dying very early
on, or being

portrayed in a
stereotypical
and/or racist

way.

A New York
Times article,

“In Horror
Films, the ‘Final

Girl’ Is a
Survivor to the

Core” notes
that final girls in
horror films are
“almost always
white, young

and
straight(ish)”.

In “Race, the Other and Resident Evil”,  by Laura Wilson, Wilson
compares how the white character played by Milla Jovovich in Resident
Evil differs from the hispanic character played by Michelle Rodriguez,
"because it could quite easily be read as a representation of strong

women, however I would suggest that these values are constantly and
consistently undermined by reductive notions of race.”
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